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AIMBE’s Council of Societies February 2012 Column:

President Obama’s State of the Union address kicked off what promises to be a lively and consequential year for the field of medical and biological engineering. The president acknowledged the role research plays in fostering innovation, recognized the dangers of excessive regulation, called for a new emphasis on education, and acknowledged the vast potential for job creation in the biomedical field. 

However, while AIMBE recognizes and applauds positive rhetoric, it is a record of action that matters most.  This is why AIMBE will be working hard this year to advocate decision makers in government to follow through on these promises.  AIMBE will be hosting four quarterly Capitol Hill briefings this year to reach out and directly educate our lawmakers on the value of medical and biological engineering. On March 29, AIMBE will host a briefing How Translational Research is Transforming the American Economy. June 21st, AIMBE’s briefing will be held in conjunction with NIBIB’s 10th anniversary, and will focus on how NIBIB has improved health by leading the development and application of biomedical technologies. September’s Capitol Hill briefing will focus on bioengineering solutions for providing safe and clean water. The last briefing will be held in November with the topic still under development. 

This year’s Federal Symposium, AIMBE’s premier event to advocate lawmakers, will be held on June 21st in conjunction with our 2nd Capitol Hill briefing highlighting the work of NIBIB. In addition, the congressional visits will focus on approved position papers and statements, talking points, and address salient issues on how medical and biological engineering is creating healthy lives, a healthy economy and a healthy world. 
The American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering is the authoritative voice and advocate for the value of medical and biological engineering (MBE) to society. It is an organization of leaders in MBE including its Council of Societies, which your organization is a member. Throughout the year, AIMBE will be calling upon the Council to solicit feedback on position statements, events, and outreach in order to maximize our efforts. We encourage you to become more engaged, share your experience, and help us to inform, advocate, and educate the decisions makers in government.  If you have any questions, please reach out to Sean Gallagher, AIMBE’s Director of Public Policy, at sgallagher@aimbe.org.









